CHAPTER       l8

Doctors and Money

ANOTHER BOOK ON
MEDICAL ETHICS

Happy is he 'who walks in the
'ways of the Apostles, takes nei-
ther office nor wife and has no
possessions.

PARACELSUS

>aracelsus' quarrels with society were not all due to
his isolation as a genius. Even in mundane matters people were
unable to "cope with him." Landlords had to sue him for rent,
and he was ever evading contracts. He answered with counter-
suits and childish, self-righteous letters to the authorities, charg-
ing his creditor's action with damaging him. How right or
wrong he was in any particular case it is now hard to say; but
his attitude was invariably juvenile. He always seems to say:
How could they do this to me? As in the Basle incident, he
consistently assumed that the magistrates were at his back.